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HEDLAND SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

24. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 

My question is appropriate, following the question from the member for Southern River about the government’s 
fantastic investment in schools!  

I refer to the comments made by the Mayor of Port Hedland and the principal of Hedland Senior High School that 
the government’s pledge of $500 000 to fix a litany of issues at the school was simply a token gesture.  

(1) Given that the Premier denied the seriousness of this matter when I raised it with him last year, will he 
now acknowledge that there are serious safety and infrastructure issues impacting the school?  

(2) Considering Port Hedland annually contributes billions of dollars to the state economy, will the Premier 
today commit to quarantining the amount of money required to bring Hedland Senior High School up to 
an appropriate standard for students, teachers and the community?  

(3) Has the member for Pilbara raised this issue with the Premier, following my question last year?  

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)–(3) I must say that the member for Roe’s question of last year has slipped my mind.  

I would first like to acknowledge the work of teaching staff at all schools across regional 
Western Australia, and especially in the Pilbara, the Kimberley and the goldfields, which are very hot 
and dry areas and often are difficult environments in which to work. I have been to Hedland Senior High 
School half a dozen times, or maybe more. Those who work at Hedland Senior High School do a very 
good job, obviously in very difficult circumstances at times. I would like to thank all the staff there for 
the work that they do. I want to talk up that school, because I think it is a good example of a school that 
is doing a good job. I want to also urge everyone to talk up regional schools and education in the Pilbara, 
because I want parents and people who move to the Pilbara, the Kimberley and everywhere else in the 
regions to keep their kids in local schools and to not feel that they need to send their kids elsewhere for 
schooling. I want to ensure that everyone has confidence in our regional schools.  

Since 2004, $33 million has been spent by governments of both persuasions on additions and improvements 
at Hedland Senior High School. That includes $5.8 million by the commonwealth government on a trade 
training centre. In effect, state governments in the past 15 years have spent $27 million on capital works 
improvements and nearly $6 million has come from the commonwealth government. They are very 
significant improvements for improving the school. In the budget there is $500 000 for urgent works. 
Obviously, during the budget process we will consider the needs of Hedland Senior High School, as we 
will all other schools. 

In terms of what actually happens in the school, the government has provided additional staffing resources 
because there have been some social issues. There has been an additional deputy principal, two education 
assistants, increased chaplain time, specialist mentoring and a media marketing officer to promote the 
school. In addition, the member for Warnbro informs me that numerous other staff have been provided 
to the school also. On top of that, we commissioned an expert review of the school to find out whether 
any other improvements needed to be made. The school is also a beneficiary of the $7 million package 
the government put in place to boost school attendance and arrest the slide of performance of Pilbara 
schools, including Hedland Senior High School. I think that shows that the government has recognised 
that we need to boost Hedland Senior High School and put in additional resources to support the staff and 
students at that school. 
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